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The Cottrell Entrepreneurship Center at West Chester University, serves as a catalyst for
regional economic development by promoting entrepreneurship across West Chester

University, in Chester County, and throughout Southeastern Pennsylvania. 

11th Annual
West Chester University

Business Idea Pitch
 
The culmination of the WCU Business
Idea Competition is the Annual
Business Idea Pitch (BIP). At the BIP,
the top ideas from each track of the
competition are presented live to a
panel of judges which consist of
business angels, entrepreneurs, and
business advisors.

The total prize package of the 11th Annual Business Idea Pitch is $15,000 with
the grand prize winner receiving a total prize of $5,000 and in-kind services from IT
Edge and Padula Media!

The competition includes four tracks: WCU undergraduate students, Chester County
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high school students, Chester County start-ups, and WCU graduate students,
alumni, faculty, and staff.

The Presenting Sponsor of the West Chester University Business Idea Competition
is Meridian Bank, and Gold Sponsors Univest Financial and SEI Investment
Company. The Cottrell Center co-hosts and partners of the Business Idea
Competition are Keiretsu Forum - Mid Atlantic, i2n Ideas x Innovation Network, Score
Chester and Delaware Counties, West Chester University, and The Greater West
Chester Chamber of Commerce.
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At this year's WCU Business Idea Pitch competition long time  judge and vital team
member of the Keiretsu Forum Mid-Atlantic was recognized with a special award to
be given each year in his honor.

The Cottrell Center acknowledges #EarthDay2023  as a reminder that we can all do
our part for the environment. We are proud to make positive strides towards
sustainability all year long. In November 2021, the Cottrell Center launched the first
annual WCU Social Innovation Competition, which served as a platform to highlight
entrepreneurs and their ideas for addressing environmental issues. The 1st place
winner of the 2022-23 WCU  Social Innovation Competition was Hannah Karaman, a
senior management major and entrepreneur minor at WCU. Second Hand
Celebrations introduces gift registries which are used for buying secondhand items
for occasions like weddings and baby showers. This is related to achieving the
solution for consumption and production, which is one of United Nations 17
Sustainable Development Goals. For more information on the WCU Social
Innovation Competition, visit www.wcusic.com. 
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Hannah Karaman at the Social Innovation Competition on 4.5.23

ZACH STARR INVENTS QUIX
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Zach Starr, a West Chester University sophomore, recently launched his tobacco-
free alternative to nicotine vaping, Quix, in the UK. Read the article here on how the

Cottrell Center assisted him through this process. 

Thank you to all the donors that supported the Cottrell Center on West Chester
University's Charter Day of Giving! Your support of the Cottrell Center will help us

reach new heights as we prepare the leaders of tomorrow, today. 

Interested in learning more about the Cottrell Entrepreneurial Center and how to
support entrepreneurial programs?
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